PANAMA MISSION

+ + ¢ Lays the groundwork for church plants while sustaining and revitalizing existing congregations

e Committed to forming future church workers

+

LCMS mission work in Panama began with service to
military personnel during the Canal Zone era, as early
as 1941. The ministry expanded and led to the
formation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Panama (IELPA).

An Alliance Missionary from Brazil, Rev. Raphael Voigt,
joined Rev. Dr. Arthur and Deaconess Eva Rickman,
LCMS missionaries, in Panama in 2021. Rev. Voigt

serves as a church planter and revitalizer in Los Andes.

Likewise, Rev. Rickman serves Redeemer in Balboa,
where the refurbished sanctuary welcomes members
and visitors from the community. They join a small
handful of national pastors.

® US partners form part of an integral support structure

In 2024, the Rev. Demetrio Perez and his wife Nuria, a
deaconess student, returned from studies at Concordia
the Reformer Seminary in the Dominican Republic to
support the ministry at Redeemer and other churches
in Panama. The IELPA continues to identify prospective
church workers and provide pastoral formation
through Concordia the Reformer Seminary.

Six 2022 deaconess graduates serve their
congregations with outreach activities, teaching
women and children and caring for their neighbors
through acts of mercy. The harvest truly is plentiful in
Panama. We thank God for His mercy in raising up
faithful Church workers and supporters who provide for

their needs.

Give Now https://www.lcms.org/givenow/panama-foro

Checks should be made out to: LCMS

Memo line: PA0O001-65804

Mail to either of the following:

LCMS Mission Advancement
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

@) Mission Central
gl

Ligay 40716 Highway E-16
i Mapleton, IA 51034

Contact: arthur.rickman@Ilcms.org
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